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Editorial 


We offer our readers again our best wishes for the joy that appropriately 
belongs to Christmas. The happy festival comes at the close of one of 
the most fruitful and useful years in library history: a year which has 
seen wide developments—not, indeed, in the establishment of new 
libraries, though these have not been wanting (the last month of the 
year, for example, has seen Lord Elgin open the new library at Hendon), 
but in a drawing together of existing organizations, the creation of a 
really new Library Association, and a degree of co-operation which 
thirty years ago would have seemed difficult. 

We say “ thirty years ” ago, because we notice an excusable, but 
nevertheless mistaken, tendency to-day to suppose that all modern 
library effort began after the war; and the remarks of youngsters on 
“ pre-war libraries” would make a pre-war librarian smile. O 
access, lectures, children’s departments, mutual interchange of books, 
and even rural libraries, really did exist before the war. Prof. Adams, 
whom Mr. Esdaile thought to be the greatest library pioneer of modern 
times, was forestalled by Brown, Mr. Wyndham Hulme and Mr. 
Harry Farr several years before. What Prof. Adams did, however, 
was to make the suggestion again (at their desire, and after exhaustive 
enquiry) to the Carnegie Trustees, and so to unlock their funds—to 
the great benefit of the British Isles. We are sorry that library memory 
is inclined to be so brief; the libraries of England before the war 
were eminently successful and in many towns were as advanced in 
their methods as the libraries of to-day. 

* * * 

The outstanding faét of the year has been undoubtedly the rising 
of the rural libraries to the real comity of the public library service. 
The Carnegie United Kingdom Trust have now handed over the 
publication of their annual report on these libraries to the County 
Library Section of the Library Association, as a result of their adequate 
establishment. The county service is growing by gradual steps to a 
real county library system, and this, as the report indicates, is a good 
deal beyond what was expected by the Trust in earlier days ; but it is 
not a whit more than every librarian of experience foresaw. The ser- 
vice only touches the edge of the subjeé as yet, but it is an excellent 
touch, direéted by many hard-working self-sacrificing officials. 
Lancashire gives a faint idea of what a national county service—the 
phrase is clumsy but accurate—may ultimately be. 

* * 

Some libraries are holding back from the Net Books Agreement. 
The snag is the clause : “ No commission is payable on books on which 
the bookseller does not receive on ordinary between journey terms a 
discount on single copies greater than 2d. in the 1s. plus 5 per centum” ; 
and the preceding clause : ‘ No commission greater than 5 per centum 
shall be payable on any books on which the bookseller does not receive 
on ordinary between journey terms a discount on single copies greater 
than 2d. in the 1s. plus 5 per centum.” This jargon conceals the fa& 
that several quite important publishers are excluded from the commis- 
sion-giving. Moreover, although there is a joint committee on Net 
Books, consisting as to two-thirds of sellers as to one-third of 
buyers (libraries), nothing can prevent the publishers from using these 
clauses to exclude all books ultimately from discount. However, if 
we make the best of this rather bad bargain, we may be in a position 
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to get more, though we doubt it. In any case both publishers and 
bookseller have had to admit the moral justice of our claims. 
* x * 


The University of London School of Librarianship announces 
that it will hold an Easter Vacation School for a fortnight in Florence 
if sufficient support is forthcoming before Christmas. The oppor- 
tunity is a golden one, for those who went to the previous “ School ” 
in 1926 have the most roseate memories. We understand the cost will 
be about £15 inclusive. Those who wish to — must com- 
municate with Dr. Baker at University College, Gower Street, London, 
W.C.1, as early as may be. 


Liverpool Public Libraries celebrated in fine civic fashion their 
Jubilee on November sth. Tributes came from many direétions to 
the good they have done in their half-century of life. Sir Hall Caine, 
Mr. Rafael Sabatini, and Professor Oliver Elton, and many others gave 
voice to their indebtedness. It is remarkable that all over the country 
voices are now being raised to acclaim such services, especially when 
we remember the disparagements of the older publicists. What is 
happening, of course, is that the old “ blind mouths” who held forth 

libraries are passing away and another generation has come 
which, having libraries, knows them and to some extent is 
appreciative. We congratulate our Liverpool friends on their long 
record and its capital commemoration. 
* * 

Mr. John Warner, of Newport, has written a letter to The Publisher 

and Bookseller on the occasional habit of publishers of sending on 
roval books for which librarians have not asked. We remember 
the late Frank Pacy said that his method was to put such books 

in a cupboard and to leave them there until the publishers came to 
fetch them. This it is quite within the power of the librarian to do. 
As the Editor of The Publisher and Bookseller remarks—“ books sent 
‘on approval’ without the agreement of the person to whom they 
are sent, can only be recovered by the courtesy of that person, and 
not by any legal process.” The Editor goes on (we fear somewhat 
naively ; or is he jesting ?): “As regards the discounts offered [on 
these ‘on — > books], we presume that the books were 
*‘ subje&t’” and not ‘ net’ books, as we cannot imagine any publisher, 
even the least experienced, offering net books at less than tice |” 
We refrain from comment, but as librarians would be glad if the 
Editor would define a “ subje& ” book in present-day circumstances. 


The value of the Annual Report is becoming more widely 
recognised, and the attempt to give it an attractive appearance is 
one that should be encouraged. It was probably the striking red 
cover of the Croydon report, disguised under the title “‘ Reading in 
Croydon,” which helped to give it this year what was probably an 
unprecedented — in the national — Leading articles 
in The Times, Daily Telegraph, Daily Chronicle, The Morning Bost and 
other papers dealt with library work in general but were focussed on 
this Croydon report. We are glad that this was so, and we are glad, 
too, that the Croydon report is only one of many delightfully-produced 
reports issued in England this year. 
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Stock Statistics 


By G. Hunt. 

Tue usefulness of stock statistics in systematically building up a library 
stock is a proposition no one will deny. It is an obvious corollary 
that such data must be reliable. Lack of accuracy not only detraéts 
from their value but has the further disadvantage common to all work 
performed in a rough and ready manner: it exercises a deteriorating 
effe& on the general work of the person responsible. If accuracy is 
possible approximation should be avoided. 

In all branches of statistical work it is difficult to hold the balance 
between the need for accuracy and the need for avoiding a wasteful 
expenditure of more time and labour than is warranted by the value 
of the result when it is presented for use. Similarly, in obtaining 
reliable figures of stock movements from year to year the important 
thing is to get reliable and detailed figures with the expenditure of 
the minimum of effort; many schemes entirely satisfactory from the 
Statistical point of view are spoilt by over-elaboration, and the con- 
sequent labour involved in their preparation. It is therefore possible 
that a description of one attempt to cope with these difficulties may 

rove of interest. It is not claimed for it that it possesses any novel 
ene or that is is more successful than many other schemes in 
common use. It is simply a means of conveniently recording from 
year to year the number of additions, withdrawals, and replacements, 
and the consequent variation in the total number of books possessed 
by the library. 


First of all, a rapid and simple method of stock-taking is facilitated 
by dividing the stock register to coincide with each class and pre- 
fixing a letter to the distin sequence of accession numbers assigned 
to each. The register is compiled on cards, with the advantage that 
vacant numbers left by Ss withdrawn books may be im- 


mediately transferred to blank cards (for re-use and re-insertion in 
the register when the next batch of new books arrives), and that the 
cards of permanently and temporarily withdrawn books may be stored 
at the end of the sequence, where any vacant-number awaiting 
their turn for use are also filed away. This process may be made 
clearer and illustrated in greater detail by considering the simple case 
of a batch of worn-out books, all of the same class, discarded from 
stock. The charging cards are removed and divided into two lots 
according as to whether the books they represent are or are not worth 
replacing. The first lot are temporary withdrawals (in that it is intended 
to replace them) and the second lot are permanent withdrawals, all 
records concerning them having to be removed. So far as the stock 
register is concerned, the following series of processes is —- 
and in order to simplify the illustration we will imagine that we are 
considering a new library and that the two lots of withdrawals represent 
the first books withdrawn from stock in this particular class. To take 
the case of the permanent withdrawals first, the stock cards correspond- 
ing to the charging cards are removed from their places in the numerical 
order of the Stock sequence and cancelled by inscribing them “ With- 
drawn” and adding the date. The numbers borne by these cards 
are now vacant and may be used again as soon as there is a batch of 
new books to take into stock, so some blank stock-cards are taken 
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and the accession numbers from the old stock-cards are entered in the 
space provided on the new ones. We now have two batches of 
Stock-cards — from the main sequence, one consisting of the old 
cancelled cards of the permanent withdrawals, and the other, equal in 
number, comprising a series of blank cards bearing the same accession 
numbers as the first batch. 

As regards the charging cards of the books temporarily with- 
drawn, the stock cards corresponding to these are also removed from 
their place in the stock register. They are counted, and a stroke for 
each entered in the Withdrawal column of a Record Card. We now 
have three little batches of stock cards besides the main sequence of 
the Stock register proper and we file these away in the stock drawer 
immediately after the last card of the main sequence (i.¢., the card 
bearing the highest accession number yet used) in the following 
order: first the blank numbers, next the temporary withdrawals, and 
thirdly the permanent withdrawals. A Guide Card is placed before 
each batch to explain exaétly what it is. When one of the temporarily 
withdrawn books is replaced, the corresponding stock card is removed 
from its place in the temporary withdrawals setion and put back in its 
corre& position in the main sequence, a stroke being inserted in the 
Re column of the Record Card. Similarly, when a new book is 


REPLACEMENTS. 


1. A RECORD CARD. 
taken into stock, one of the blank cards bearing a disused back number 
is removed from its place behind the “ Blank Numbers ” guide card, 
and particulars of the book entered on it, when it is placed in the stock 
register proper. If there are no blank numbers awaiting re-use a new 
card is taken and the number immediately following that of the highest 
already used is entered upon it. 

Now if at any time an attempt is made to “ weed-out ” some of 
the books awaiting replacement, the books to be transferred to per- 
manent wlidvonae are decided upon and the appropriate stock cards 
removed from their places in the Temporary Withdrawals seftion of 
the “ Out of sequence ” cards. These are then inscribed “ Transferred” 
and their accession numbers carried on to blank stock cards. The 
latter are filed away in numerical order among any other blank cards 
bearing out-of-use numbers in the Blank setion of the 
“ Out-of-sequence ” cards, and the old stock-cards, .¢., those marked 
Transferred, go to make a fourth batch of cards in the Out-of-sequence 
se&tion, with a descriptive guide-card of their own. The result is that 
the stock card trays for any one class gradually become divided into 
two parts. First there is the stock-register proper. every card repre- 
senting a book in circulation or at the binder’s, and next there is an 
Out-of-sequence seétion. This consists of (i.) cards bearing blank 
numbers awaiting re-use, (ii.) cards of books temporarily withdrawn, 
(iii.) cards of books permanently withdrawn, (iv.) cards of books 
originally temporarily withdrawn but subsequently transferred to 
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gpa withdrawals. The Record Card follows at the end of all. 
the cards in the stock register itself are considered as /ive, those in 
the first two divisions of the Out-of-sequence seétion may be thought 
of as dormant and those in the last two as dead, save for purposes of 
record. The fac that at times there may not be a single card in the 
four se&tions referred to does not affe& the scheme. The guide cards 
remain to indicate their absence. 

The arrangement here described at once gives three aoe ee 
Firstly, the net stock at any moment may be immediately obtained by 
looking at the highest accession number so far used and peas pe 
therefrom the total number of blank number cards (if any) and 
of books temporarily withdrawn for ultimate replacement (if any), as 
filed away in the “ Out-of-sequence ” seétion. Secondly, the additions 
over any period may be obtained, with certain reservations to be 
explained later, by deducting the highest number in use at the beginning 
of the period from the highest number at its termination. Thirdly, 
permanent withdrawals — no separate recording. Cards with- 
drawn permanently from the main sequence merely require cancella- 
tion, entry of date, and transfer to the special part of the tray reserved 
for them. Here they may be readily counted at the end of the period 
determined on, and afterwards stored as a record of books that once 
formed part of the library. 

The period over which returns are normally compiled is one of 
twelve months from the 1st April of one year to the 31$t March of the 
next, and it is found best to note down the highest number in use on 
the 1st April at the head of the “ Record Card.” For reasons which ~ 
will soon be apparent the blank-number cards outstanding on the same 
date are counted and their total also inserted on the Record Card. 

Having considered the procedure for permanent withdrawals 
from stock, further reference must be made to the temporary with- 
drawals for replacement. As has been already mentioned, use is made 
of the Record Card, on which space is ruled for recording temporary 
withdrawals as well as replacements, a withdrawn book being noted 
by making a stroke under the heading Withdrawn and a replacement 
by a similar stroke in the Rep/aced column. Here a small complication 
is introduced by the case of cards “ weeded out ” from the replacement 
list for permanent withdrawal. These Transfers from temporary to 

rmanent withdrawals will already have been subtraéted from the 
brary stock, perhaps in a year prior to that for which a survey is 
being made, so they cannot be treated exactly as an ordinary per- 
manently withdrawn book, or the resulting total will be incorre&. 
It is to overcome this difficulty that the “ Transferred ” stock cards 
are kept separate from the ordinary permanent withdrawals in the 
manner already described. Both the Transferred and rage mo | 
Withdrawn stock cards are removed when they have been counted, 
so as to leave the way clear for alterations to stock during the next 
period for which a return has to be made. They may be either stored 
for reference or destroyed. 

To ensure that the annual survey of stock movements is as accu- 
rate as possible, early in January a beginning is made with the work 
of stock-taking. This gives three months in which to search for 
missing books, at the end of which time it may safely be assumed that 
any volumes still untraceable are in fa& out of circulation. The 
missing volumes are then listed, those to be permanently withdrawn 
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are ey from those to be , and the 
reco in the manner descrii above. This enables us to be sure 


that the yearly statement, when it is compiled, will be restri&ed to 
volumes aétually in circulation. In praétice it happens that a proportion 
of the missing volumes will continue to turn up at intervals for many 
more months to come, but they cannot be reckoned an asset of the 
library on the day for which our summary is to be made. Those that 
do subsequently find their way back to the shelves are taken into stock 
again as new books or replacements, according as whether they have 
been written off as permanently or temporarily withdrawn; but to 
resume— 

A useful preliminary to the a€tual work of compiling our return 
is, firstly, to check the charging cards taken from books withdrawn for 
replacement with the replacement stock cards filed out of sequence, 
and then, having cleared up any queries that may arise and made them 
agree, to count them and see if their number is corre&t. This is done 
by totting up the withdrawals and replacements on the Record Card 
and listing the number of Transfers for the year. If there were 23 
volumes awaiting replacement at the beginning of the year ; and these 
have been increased by 10 fresh temporary withdrawals, and reduced 
by the replacement of 9 volumes and the transfer of 7 more to the per- 


Volumes Volumes 
awaiting N awaiting 
Class acement ted Replaced Transfers cement 
| Withdrawals | during year 31, 
1929 
| 300 | 23 10 9 7 17 


2. RULING OF REPLACEMENTS RECORD SHEET. 

manently withdrawn list, at the end of the year there should be 17 

cards on replacement. If there are not we know that a mistake has been 

made and the next step is to trace errors until the calculated total agrees 

with the atual one. We then know our set of in and out replacement 

res is corre&. We have now to calculate the number of new 
tions. 

New books may have been added to stock on new numbers or 
old ones. Books added on new numbers can be immediately counted 
by subtracting the old highest accession number (as it appears on the 
Record Card) from the new one (which must be entered on a new 
Record Card to funétion in the ensuing year). Let us suppose that the 
difference between the two numbers is 29, or, in other words, that 29 
new books have been added on fresh numbers. As regards the books 
stocked on old numbers, the procedure will easily be understood when 
it is remembered how these numbers have been obtained. They were 
carried on to new cards from cards of books permanently withdrawn. 
Now it will be apparent at once that such back numbers as have been 
available during any one year will have devolved from the stock cards 
withdrawn in * sanenge a years (the blank cards corresponding to them 
not having hitherto been used), and from stock cards withdrawn in 
the year under review. The number of the first kind (i.¢.., blank stock 
cards bearing back numbers carried over from the previous year) will 
age on the Record Card, as explained above. Suppose that it is 2. 

number of the second kind (back numbers falling vacant a 
the year) will be equal to the total for the year of permanent withdr 
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and transfers. The Transfers figure we have already obtained by count- 
ing the transferred stock cards. The total of permanent withdrawals 
is obtained in the same way by counting the permanently withdrawn 
cards at the end of the stock drawer. Let us suppose the two together 
come to 19. This means that altogether 2+ 19 back numbers have 
been available for new books, i.¢., 21. If we now look in the Out-of- 
sequence section and find that there are still 4 such numbers not used, 
we know that 21—4, or 17, books have been stocked on back numbers. 
This, with the 29 books stocked on new numbers, gives a total of 46 
additions during the year to the particular Class under consideration. 
The os of 4 blank cards carried over is also entered on the new 
Record Card for the ensuing year. 

Starting with our stock on the first day of the year, as obtained by 
the same method twelve months earlier, we add new additions and 
replacements, and subtra& permanent and temporary withdrawals, 
finishing up with the correé stock total in the class. This is easily 
dudel by counting the blank cards awaiting use and the still out- 
standing cards awaiting replacement and adding them on to our stock 


Additions Withdrawals 
Stock on Stock on | Vols on 
Class April 1, New Replace- | Perma- Temp- | March 31,| Replace- 
1928 Books ments nent orary 1929 —— 
t 
300 1,273 46 9 12 10 1,306 17 


3% A METHOD OF RULING THE STOCK SUMMARY SHEET. 
(This may be combined with No. 2.) 


total. The resulting figure should be identical with the highest acces- 
sion number in use. The same procedure with each class gives a full 
summary of stock movements over the period under review. 

Many important advantages can be claimed for this system. It 
== total additions, replacements, and withdrawals for any 

ined period after the shortest possible calculations. The total 
Stock, class by class, can be exaétly ascertained at any time by counti 
the two very small batches of “ dormant ” cards (blank numbers an 
temporarily withdrawn cards) and mentally subtraGting their sum 
from the highest accession number used. A further advantage is that 
by taking account of the essential difference between permanent and 
temporary withdrawals, and showing a record of the progress made 
in replacing books, a valuable statistical indication is obtained of the 
probable composition of the stock in each class, especially if the admit- 
tance of beaks to the replacement list is known to be rigorously 
restricted. 

The use of separate sequences of accession numbers for each class 
is also of great value when the work of stock-taking is proceeding, as it 
enables the books represented by the charging cards in the issue trays 
to be rapidly and conveniently checked, class by class. 

The stock total obtained is always a net total. It does not reckon 
in as an asset some hundreds of books awaiting replacement which in 
fa& never will be replaced but must remain out of circulation until 
they are finally and definitely withdrawn. This in itself is a very 
important consideration when it is remembered that an unfairly 
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inflated stock figure is not only wrong in itself but minimises the work 
being done by the library. 

A summary description such as this of a scheme intended to 
record the change in a library’s stock over a period of twelve months 
may ey convey the impression that it is unnecessarily complicated, 
but in faét there is no complication that has not been justified in 
practice and the scheme is not nearly so difficult to work as may appear. 
Also it must be remembered that it provides for full and accurate 
figures with the smallest possible amount of recording. There is no 
separate entry of authors and titles of books as they pass in and out of 
the library. Transference of cards from one part of a tray to another, 
the addition of a date, and the occasional entry of strokes on the Record 
Card, is all that is required until the yearly summary is compiled, and 
once the results of stock-taking have been recorded the compilation 
of the return from the information provided is no more than a morn- 
ing’s work; and accuracy is ensured by the systematic checks which 
operate throughout. 

This accuracy is one of the most important features. It is so 
complete that it is never necessary to check the totals by counting up 
the stock cards in each class, so long as the scheme is followed out in 
all its details. Even in a library where it was only partially adopted, in 
that there was but one sequence of accession numbers for all classes, 
there was an error of no more than 2 per 10,000 when a check was 
made in the manner described above ; and it is implicit in the scheme 
that an error made one year may become apparent during a followin 
year so that errors are not progressive. To sum up, it may be said 
that so long as the scheme is utilised in conjunction with a systematic 
and thorough yearly stock-taking, it gives as nearly an exaé record of 
the books available to readers at a given date as it is possible to obtain. 

By way of conclusion, a word may be said as to the general value 
of stock statistics. If we compare a library to a business institution, 
and regard books as our stock-in-trade, borrowers as customers, issues 
as sales, and turnover as a rough indication of the measure of success 
we have won, it becomes apparent that the distribution of stock must 
be periodically reviewed. The non-fiction issue figures must be con- 
sulted to see whether the year’s work has brought about a proportion- 
ate increase in circulation and whether the additions to the various 
subjects are proportionate to demand. Failure in this dire&tion mus 
be carefully noted and a policy evolved for the following year. 

The advantages accruing from a Stock Summary analysis in 
conjunétion with an efficient stock-taking are, firstly, an exaét indication 
of wear and tear, as well as loss ; secondly, an accurate guide as to how 
the book fund has been expended under the two headings additions 
and replacements ; thirdly, issue figures are given their full meaning, 
that is to say, the turnover is more accurately obtained as only a net 
figure is used, and the demand indicated by the issue figures can be 
balanced with the resources available to meet it; and fourthly, an 
answer is obtained to the question “ Are books being replaced 
sufficiently rapidly ? ” 

It cannot, of course, be claimed that no other scheme of stock 
analysis would give these results, but the one here described does 
perhaps possess features which may make it of interest to librarians 
organising néw libraries, 
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An Invitation 


Mr. Librarian ! You are invited 

to visit our new and enlarged 

Librarians’ Room, where you 

can quickly inspect our Latest 

Offers of Books—New, Nearly 

New, and Out-of-Print—on all 
subjeds. 


You will find that Foyle’s Library 
Service affords a considerable sav- 
ing in expenditure ; offers a wider 
choice than has been obtainable 
previously; and provides special 
facilities for changing books. 


Foyle’s 
Libraries Dept. 


Manette Street, 


Charing Cross Road, London,W.1. 
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LEAF LINING and OVERSEWING 


LEAF LINING 


Manillas added to Book Papers Thinner than 
Medium Thickness. 
Swell the back of the book unduly. 
Make the book lop-sided. 
Form a knife-like edge against which 
the leaves tear readily. 
Manillas added to Book Papers Thicker 
than Medium Thickness. “~~~ 
(a) Increase the already too thick fold of 
he printed sections. 
(6) Cause the sections to “ sp: ” away 
from each other when the book is opened 
up. 


Hard Papers—Thick Thin—dare not be 
lined every leaf. 


PATENT OVERSEWING 
Is independent of Leaf Lining. 


Is independent of the Thickness of the Folded 
Sections 


Is independent of most Qualities and Thick- 
nesses of Papers for Sewing Purposes. 


Is eminently suitable for the large proportion 
of Book Papers. 


Leaf Lining is only suitable for books printed 
on Soft Papers of Medium Thickness 


THE OVERSEWING PROCESS 
CANNOT BE SUPERSEDED 


Oversewin Miachine Co. 


368 Congress St., Boston, Mass. 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear CALLIMACHUS, 

It was a pleasure to read your friendly welcome to the circle of 
pseudonymous correspondents who give their views each month to a 
singularly unimpressed profession ; and it was an agreeable surprise 
to me to find that my letter should be so youthful in tone as to give 
you the impression that my age is as yet a tender one. As I look back 
over my long service in various types of libraries under the control 
of librarians of as strange an assortment as could possibly be found in 
any walk of life, I marvel that my mental equipment has apparentl 
not proceeded so far on the downward path to senility as the shpeleel, 
This is the more encouraging as I feel that our profession needs at the 
moment to keep young and to cling stoutly to a fervent faith in new 
outlooks in an intelle€tual world which is rapidly changing before our 


eyes. 

The alleged “ delicately acerb direétness ” of Mr. Savage, which 
appears to cause you such terror, friend Callimachus, does not interest 
me as much as the 

SENSE OR NONSENSE 
of his remarks. As I read the summary of his paper in the “ World” 
I find a great deal of sense in it. Mr. Savage is one of the few members 
of the Council for whose gifts I have a real admiration. In many things 
I believe him to be wrong, but I never doubt his enthusiasm and his 
ability either in his work as a librarian or as Hon. Sec. of the Library 
Association. Is there not some truth in his criticism of twenty years 
ago of us Londoners? We are apt to forget that there is, in a phrase 
of Mr. Jast’s, “ a remote and largely unexplored library distri& situate 
to the north of Hampstead.” Secure in our narrow 
METROPOLITAN CONCEIT 
we are unable to see any good libraries outside a forty-mile radius of 
Bloomsbury. I doubt if there is a really efficient library in London, 
and certainly the great city library systems are facing and solving 
problems remote from our tience. As I read your list of library 
Stalwarts of a past generation I ask myself ‘ Which are the great men 
among them?” Brown stands head and shoulders from the rest as a 
thinker of great originality and power. I still regard his Islington 
Catalogue as the finest general library bibliography ever compiled, 
and his professional writings, though now sadly pond have a unique 
and fascinating strength. But where are the monuments of the others ? 
I look and find them not; our haoeen ae when the telescope is 
turned upon it, is found to be composed of dwarf stars. 
Tue Giascow CATALOGUE. 

Writing of Catalogues makes me wonder whether you have 
shared with me the shock of hearing an immense cumulative Catalogue 
of additions to the Glasgow Libraries thundering through the letter- 
box. I have studied this contribution to library technique with — 
astonishment. Certainly Mr. Pitt and his staff are to be congra 
on their industry and the Glasgow Committee on their income. 
value of this catalogue, measured in terms of labour and money 
expended, appears to me doubtful ; and particularly am I intrigued by 
the fiction section. What useful purpose will this serve? Surely 4 
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modern lending library stock is so soon dead that a printed fiction list 
is likely to become a serious encumbrance in that it will involve useless 
labour in maintaining a stock much of which is better decently buried! 
No doubt you will have noticed the extraordinary list of entries for 
the Mitchell Library, and the equally extraordinary paucity of lending 
library locations. Judging from this Catalogue, the Glasgow system 
pears to be all head and no body, and the type of book bought for 
he Mitchell Library a offers a solution to the puzzle presented 
by that striking photograph in the Glasgow Handbook of a crowded 
Mitchell Reference Hall as a “ typical morning scene.” Is the Mitchell 
a Reference Library in the real sense or merely a superior reading room? 
Glasgow may be able to justify this, but it is foreign to my view of 
the function of a Reference Library in a great city. 
Tue “ REFERENCE” DIsEAsE 
to have attacked all large provincial cities. Vast sums are 
spent on the housing and administration of these cemeteries of books, 
and the lending libraries are correspondingly starved. Nobody would 
be a whit the loser, and many library systems would gain in efficiency, 
were half the stocks of the great provincial Reference Libraries merci- 
fully burned. We Londoners, thanks to the British Museum’s 
responsibility for collecting junk of all kinds, are fortunate in being 
— any possibility of infe&tion from this curious and distressing 
malady. 
An INTERESTING DEVELOPMENT 


has recently occurred in conne&ion with new Branch Libraries, the ' 


plans of which have been submitted to the Ministry of Health for loan 
sanction. Some enterprising official of that Department has sent these 
plans to the Board of Education, and an education official has inter- 
viewed two librarians and discussed the plans. This burst of official 
interest in libraries may merely be the result of a sudden development 
of Civil Service intelligence and a belated realisation of the existence 
of a public library service. But it is curious that it should coincide 
with the advent of a Labour Government. You will remember that 
Labour appointed the Departmental Committee whose report gave us 
such innocent pleasure a few years ago. I am convinced that only a 
change of Government saved the library service from the blight of 
formal education; and the same influences that engineered the 
Departmental Committee, but were fortunately baulked of the desired 
result, seem to be at work again. If we believe in our mission, 
Callimachus,we must gird our loins to fight tooth and nail any attempt 
to make us Jonah to the educational whale. 

My sympathies are with Eratosthenes. Only a stony sense of 
duty could compel him to engage his mental energies on 

THe TESTAMENT OF BEAUTY 

and an English musical composition in the same week. If he tells me 
he found real interest in either I won’t believe him. I read portions 
of Bridges and fled to Edgar Wallace in self-defence, and I think a 
Strong move should be made to force the National Society for Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals to take action to prevent the perform- 
ance of works com by English musicians. Many years ago, after 
a long tutelage to the “ three B’s ” and others, my ears were assa 


by the large works of Delius, Ethel Smyth and the superficial trifles 
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of the smaller English School which misguided patriotism insisted on 
inflicting on us at orcheStral concerts at the time when even art was 
militarised. I have always had an impression, when listening to Delius, 
of perfe& gener devoid of inspiration, and this to me is the 
distinguishing mark 

ENGuIsH Music. 


“ Der Rosenkavalier” and “ Til Eulenspiegel” proclaimed them- 
seves to me immediately as works of genius; a “‘ Mass of Life” 
bored me completely. Your confession of not having heard of Delius 
until a month ago must be matched with a similar confession from me 
that I was totally unaware of the existence of this alleged genius, 
Austin, until I read your cheery letter, although I have stocked the 
larger works of Delius for very many years. Curiously enough, I 
heard Delius’s delightful little lyric “On first hearing a cuckoo in 
spring ” three days ago, but even in this trifle I felt the lack of purpose, 
e sense of hearing music which had been composed merely for the 
sake of composing, the absence of the indefinable quality which makes 
for greatness even on occasions in second-rate composers—as, for 
example, in one or two of the works of Sarasate. There is certainly 
some truth in your suggestion that it is difficult for English composers 
to obtain a hearing, and this is equally true of vocalists and instru- 
mentalists. Albert Sammons (I fear his playing does not improve) 
only got his chance during the war; Arthur Catterall—probably one 
of the most brilliant violinists of the day—is not a great “ draw” 
because of his English name and his liking for regular visits to the 
barber. Your virtuoso with the soulful eyes, the long bob, and the 
unpronouncable name is the one who draws long lines of limousines 
to the concert hall. But music is not in our bones. It does not grow 
with us as in the Southern German or Austrian. With London having 
to be subsidised by the rest of the country through the B.B.C. for its 
music, there is no hope for great musical festivals on the Continental 
scale. In Yorkshire bucolic youths band themselves into Male Voice 
Choirs and make hideous din in the queer belief that it is “ art”; in 
Lancashire brass band and tinkling cymbal hold undisputed sway. 
The Manchester region is the only part of England which is really 
musical; but then Manchester suffers from a climate—and Mr. Jast. 
Yours, 
SAPHENES. 


[We do not hold ourselves refponsible for the opinions of the writers of 
“ Lerrers oN Our Arratrs.”—Editor, THe Lisrary Wor p.] 


Personal News 
Mr. Wititam Picxarp, Sub-Librarian, Bermondsey Public Libraries, 
retired on superannuation after 47 years’ service. 

Mr. Leonard Hobbs, Librarian-in-charge, Rotherhithe Library, 
appointed Deputy-Librarian Bermondsey Public Libraries. 

Mr. Charles E. Davison, Senior Assistant, Rotherhithe Library, 
appointed Sub-Librarian, Central Library Bermondsey Public Libraries. 

Mr. Arthur A. Blakey, Senior Assistant, St. Olave Library, 
appointed Librarian-in-charge, Central Lending Library. 
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Mr. Herbert C. Sawtell, Senior Assistant, Central Library, 
appointed Librarian-in-charge, Central Reference Library. 

Messrs. Leslie Virgo, Robert Partridge, Percy Clare and Charles 
Tuffin, Intermediate Assistants, to be Senior Assistants. 


Three new Assistants to be appointed. 


Miss Winifred Dean, Chief Assistant, Public Library, Ilkley, 
Yorks., to be a Senior Assistant, Coventry Public Libraries. 


Library Topics 


[The Editor of THe Lrsrary Wor.p would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional intereft relating to their Libraries for 
inclusion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial Offices 
not later than the first day of each month.) 


Buxton 


Sir Arthur Keith, F.R.S., opened, at the Buxton Public Library 
and Museum on Oétober 30th, the room which has been set apart to 
house the valuable Scientific Library of the late Sir William Boyd 
Dawkins. This room, which contains approximately 400 volumes 
and signed ——— and engravings of Sir William and his friends, 
is furnished with rosewood bookcases, inlaid with brass and ebony, 
a brass-inlaid rosewood table, and has a valuable stained glass window © 
which was presented by Lady Boyd Dawkins. 

In his address on the life work of the great geologist and anthro- 
pologist, Sir Arthur Keith explained why, in conformity with Sir 
William’s desire, the library had come to Buxton instead of the British 
Museum. “ Derbyshire is richer than any other county in England in 
the remains of pre-historic man. This opinion is based on the rich 

ield of the caves. Buxton has grown up on a site which has been a 

uman paradise for palaeolithic man. Geological circumstances have 
conspired to make its neighbourhood a mausoleum of pre-historic 
Englishmen. The Library, therefore, can serve a better purpose here 
than anywhere else.” 

Sir Arthur Evans, F.R.S., in proposing a vote of thanks to Sir 
Arthur Keith, gave many personal reminiscences of Sir William Boyd 
Dawkins, whom he had known for over 65 years. Professor A. H. 
Sayce (seconding) spoke of the recent discoveries in Southern and 

ern Africa, and of the pleasure they would have given to Sir 
William, who had always maintained that there was a great gulf 
ethnologically between homo sapiens, or civilized man, and the more or 
less ape-like man of the Chellean or Mousterian periods. 

Other distinguished guests included Lady Boyd Dawkins, Dr. J. 
Wilfrid Jackson, F.G.S. (Manchester University Museum), Dr. Henry 
Guppy, M.A. (John Rylands Library), Dr. H. H. Bemrose (Derby), 

other well-known scientists and archaeologists. 

The arrangement of the room was carried out by the Borough 
Librarian and Curator, Mr. G. H. Hill, F.R.S.A., F.R.A.L, etc., to 
whom Lady Boyd Dawkins, in a charming speech at the conclusion 
of the proceedings, expressed her thanks. 
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Croydon 
An iry was recently held at the Town Hall into the application 
by the Council for powers to borrow money for the erection of the 
new Branch Library at Norbury. : 
The “ Streets and Roads of Croydon a Century Ago” and “A 
Day in the Junior Library” are two of the features_in The Reading 
for November and December. 


Derby 

An interesting Handbook and Guide to the Lending and Refer- 
ence Libraries has just been issued by the Public Libraries Committee. 

This guide is well illustrated and pleasingly produced. It con- 
tains a most interesting note on the History of the Library Movement 
in the distri as well as other important information that the would-be 
reader would require. We congratulate Mr. Walton and his staff on 
the issue of a very efficient handbook. 


Gateshead 


The chief feature of the Gateshead Library Record for O&ober 
is a Sele& List of Books, contained in the Lending and Reference 
Departments, of French Language and Literature. 


Hornsey 

The Quarterly Review of the Hornsey Public Libraries contains 
an interesting note on the “ Court Rolls of the Manor of Hornsey.” 
The book mentioned in these notes is incidently published by Messrs. 
Grafton and Co. 


Ipswich 
The Library Journal for November contains some notes on 
Three Suffolk Explorers, written by Miss Stella Jacka. 


Leeds 


“Modern Drama,” a seleétion of 60 recent plays, in the Central 
Lending Library; “ Books by Mr. Edmund Blunden,” available in 
the Central Lending Library, which is open from 10 a.am. to 9.30 p.m. ; 
“ Twenty and Five Books to read again and again” ; “As Salt as the 
Sea,” a seleétion of sea Stories, in the Central Lending Library. These 
represent the month’s publicity from the Leeds Public Libraries. If 
there is one single person in Leeds who does not use the libraries 
within the next two years we are confident it will not be through any 
fault of the City Librarian or his staff. 

The Leeds Commercial and Technical Bulletin No. 6 consists 
of a list of Books on Commercial Law, and, as usual, is an extremely 
thorough piece of work. 


Leyton 

Two interesting pamphlets have just been issued by the Leyton 
Public Libraries Committee. They are entitled “ By Way of Intro- 
duétion ” and “ A Sele& List of Books on Health.” The first calls 
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attention to the facilities afforded by the Libraries to the reader and 
the second is issued in conne&tion with Health Week held at Leyton 
November 11th—November 16th. 


Norwich 

On Thursday, November 7th, the Lord Mayor of Norwich (Mr. 
Herbert P. Gowen, J.P.) formally opened a new Branch Library 
which has been ereéted on the Corporation’s Earlham Housing Estate 
at Norwich. Centrally situated amid a large and growing suburb, 
the Library accommodates separate Adult and Junior Lending 
Libraries, and is so planned that a wing on the north side can easily 
be added, with a minimum of alteration, in order to provide a readi 
room or an extension of the lending libraries should either be requi 
in the future. The building was planned by Mr. G. A. Stephen, the 
City Librarian, and designed by Mr. W. H. Town, A.R.1.B.A., of 
the City Engineer’s office. It was built by dire& labour at an approxi- 
mate cost of £3,100. It covers an area of 2,700 square feet,and is laid 
out in the form of the letter L, so that complete supervision of both 
departments, which are separated by a gianed screen, is possible from 
the staff counter, and from almost any part of either room. In both 
departments tables and chairs are provided so that readers may sit 
and peruse the books at leisure before making their final selection. 
Book-rests on the tables contain colletions of books on special sub- 
jets, designed to attract the eye. In the entrance hall are some frames 
well filled with brightly-coloured posters relating to books and a 
sele&tion of wrappers of recent books in the Library. An — 
feature in the Junior Library is a colleGtion of framed portraits of | 
worthies after whom the roads on the new Estate are named. The 
spacious grounds surrounding the Library are being prepared and laid 
out as part of a scheme of work by the Unemployment Committee. 


Sheffield 

Sixty-five copies of Remarque’s “ All Quiet on the Western 
Front” are in circulation in Sheffield’s Public Libraries! Is this a 
record? “ Public Finance,” by J. H. Bingham, is issued as a Supple- 
ment to “ Books and Readers,” the monthly Bulletin of the Sheffield 
Public Libraries. 
Swinton and Pendlebury 

An article on * Wide Open Spaces ” is contributed to this month’s 
Bulletin by Mr. Anthony Armstrong (“ A.A.”) in his most humorous 
vein. The introduétion of humorous articles into such a serious work 
as a Library Bulletin is quite an innovation. 


Sunderland 

A very interesting Exhibition of Paintings by Famous British 
Artists is being held at the Sunderland Central Library and Art 
Gallery from November 28th, 1929, to March 16th, 1930. This is 
the 110th Loan Exhibition and marks the Jubilee of the Central 
Building, opened November 6th, 1879. 


Tottenham 
Plans are proceeding apace for the erection of a further Temporary 
Branch Library for Tottenham. 
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Wolverhampton 

Signs are not lacking that Wolver! ton are making a deter- 
mined effort to bring their libraries well to the fore in the near future. 
The latest we have received is the first number of the Wolverhampton 
Miscellany, a pleasing and well illustrated Library Magazine. Bright 
articles and other interesting topics, together with portraits of the 
Librarian and his staff, make what we might term the personal contaé. 
We congratulate Mr. Beeston and wish him every success in his 


endeavour. 


Review 
Tue Revision OF THE Stock oF A Pusiic Lisrary. By W. C. 

Berwick Sayers. (Grafton and Co., price 5s. net). 

The days of haphazard librarianship are past (though here and there 
of such ways are an unconscionable time a-dying) and a standard practice is more or 
less generally recognised, but this is not sufficient, and the technique of the pro- 
fession is now beginning to develop along scientific lines .Fa€tors of various kinds 
having invariable scientific qualities are being sought, and while the danger of being 
unintelligently ruled by faétors must be diligently avoided, there is no doubt that 
such aids will become increasingly valuable. A notable step in this direétion is the 
little book now before us by Mr. Berwick Sayers, which is an expansion of a paper 
read at a meeting of the London and Home Counties Branch of the Library 
Association. Mr. Sayers comments on the new aspeét referred to in his preface, 
and offers the treatise as an example of the investigations being made. 

The book opens with the following sentence : “‘ Ultimately the whole business 
of the librarian, as far as book provision goes, resolves itself into the question of 
the revision of stock,” which rather Startling assertion becomes more and more true 
as time goes on, because no ordinary public library building can continue housing 
congtantly increasing Stock indefinitely ; while, further, the ratio of books to popu- 
lation is now calculable. Mr. Sayers justly maintains that the growth of a library 
in number of volumes is not a perfeét index to its effeétiveness. A smaller Stock in 
which every book is current should be the object. This obje& can only be obtained 
by a regular systematic overhauling of stock with certain guiding principles in mind. 
‘These principles are Stated in Brown’s Manual, but Mr. Sayers usefully elaborates 
or qualifies them and then dwells on particular points. For example—* What is 
an edition ? ” is a question that is discussed with insight and knowledge, suggesting 
how it may be handled in practice. The relation of binding to replacement is another 
topic considered, and there is a Strong plea for the provision of editions 
whenever possible in preference to cheap ones. Cost is gone into fairly fully, inter- 
os —— of changes in the price of succeeding editions of the same work 

ing quoted. 

5 he value of the book is out of all proportion to its size, for it is both stimu- 
lating and challenging, and can hardly fail to lead to a more intelligent exercise of 
this very difficult part of a librarian’s duty. For, after all, the difficulties of the task 
are undeniable. Mr. Sayers truly remarks “ here and there will be a reader to 
whom any book we destroy will be of immense value” ; the best we can do is to 
endeavour to ensure that discarded books are available through other channels. 
Some interesting diagrams are provided, and the publication may be heartily 
recommended as a sound and instructive contribution to the literature of 
librarianship. 


Library Handbooks 


ThE appearance of a rather nice handbook—although marred over- 
much by the interleaving advertisements—from the Derby Public 
Library reminds one that quite a little treatise could now be written 
about this type of publication. We do not know who issued the 
first handbook. Mr. J. D. Brown, at Islington, prefaced his Select 
Catalogue with an excellent one in 1910. Perhaps the first separate one 
for an ordinary municipal library was that issued by Mr. Jast at 
Croydon in 1907, a very elaborate affair with plans and a sort of 
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reader’s manual of library economy; but, of course, there was the 
earlier “‘ Manual” of the Library of Congress and we believe till 
earlier handbooks of the British Museum and Bodleian Libraries. Mr. 
Savage issued a very capital one from Wallasey, and, we believe, 
before that one from Bromley when he was librarian there. 

What should such a handbook contain? The opinion of Mr. 
W. H. Walton is that it should consist of a list of the committee and 
officials, a history of the local library movement, a directory of the 
various libraries, a brief account of the classification and catalogues, 
followed by references to special collections, rules and regulations, 
and a list of some quick reference books likely to be most sought for 
by readers, while the conclusion is a sele& list of books about Derby- 
shire. There are photographs of the Central Library and the two 
Branch Libraries. The historical note tells us the A&ts were adopted 
in Derby in 1870, and the first librarian was Alexander Crowall. In 
1873 he was succeeded by Thomas Heath and in 1884 Henry Allpass 
followed, but from 1885 to his death in 1911 the post was held by 
William Crowther, who was well-known in his day to the Library 
Association and the profession generally. Mr. W. H. Walton, as is 
well known, now holds the office. It is to be noted that the Deputy 
Librarian is Mr. James Ormerod, whose poems we hope are known 
to our readers. Mr. Walton makes graceful acknowledgment to the 
work of Mr. O. C. Hudson, his one-time Deputy, and tells us that in 
the planning of his Branch Libraries useful suggestions were furnished 
by those at Coventry designed by Mr. S. A. Pitt,who was then librarian 
the 


re. 

Library handbooks in general are given away free to the public, 
and some of them, as was the case at Bethnal Green, have been dis- 
tributed with a universal generosity. At Croydon a folder describing 
the attivities of particular libraries and relating them to the whole 
system is distributed to every new or newly-occupied house in the 
Borough as a regular practice. 

These handbooks are usually of the ordinary bulletin size (demy 
8vo). If they could be made of pocket size we think they would be 
assured a more kindly treatment and longer life. We should like to 
see handbooks something like the memento of the Coventry Libraries, 
but smaller, to contain photographs of every department of a library’s 
work. A picture handbook, with only essential text, would carry 
further, we think, than the more literary efforts which are sometimes 
made. Of one thing we feel certain, that every library should have 
some sort of attractive handbook. 


Reports 


Bexrast Public Libraries.—4oth Annual Report, 1928-1929. Popula- 
tion, 415,151. Chief Librarian, J. B. Goldsbrough, F.L.A. Stock: 
Lending, 37,533; Reference, 47,638; Branches, 67,668. Issues: 
Lending, 255,390; Reference, 121,063 ; Branches, 728,843 ; School 
Libraries, 27,000. Borrowers, 31,861. Extra Tickets, 7,987. 
Branches, 5. 

Last year, which saw the ion of forty years’ work of the Libraries, was 
chiefly notable for the removal of the Art Gallery and the Museum to their new 
building in the Botanic Gardens, thus leaving room for the long-needed i 
of the Central Library. The work of re-organisation has been commenced. The 
received their second instalment, £1,250, of the Carnegie United Kingdom 


& 
J 
: 
4 
‘3 
of 
[- 


146 THe Lrsrary Worip 


Trust grant of £5,000. This money has been expended mainly on valuable reference 
works. A system of School Libraries was inaugurated during the year. The new 
Branch in Shankill Road was formally opened by the Lord Mayor on November gth, 


1928. 

Brisrot Public Libraries.—Report for the year ending 30th June, 
1929. Population, 376,975. City Librarian, L. Acland Taylor, 
F.L.A. Total stock, 234,837; Additions, 13,689; Withdrawals, 
8,164. Issues: Lending, 1,103,774; Reference, 169,485 ; Library 
of Commerce, 69,182 ; Children’s Reading Rooms, 365,599 ; School 
Libraries, 27, 395 ; Blind Readers, 253. Borrowers, 39, 288. Extra 
Tickets, 8,795. 

Hitherto unapproached returns are recorded in the year under review. Each 
department shows large increases in their issues and the average daily issue reached 
6,069. The permanent colleétion of the Library of Commerce was Strengthened by 
the acquisition of 325 works of standard charaéter. With the a of the 
Bedminster Branch Library the scheme of re-adapting the whole of the Libraries, 
commenced in 1920, is now complete. The demand for library facilities in the new 
housing areas is receiving the attention of the Committee. 14,400 volumes 
were bound during the year by the Libraries’ Bindery Staff. 

Lincotn Public Libraries, Museum and Art Gallery—Report of the 
Committee for the year 1928-1929. Population, 70,000. Director, 
A. R. Corns, F.L.A. 

In presenting their 35th Annual Report the Committee have pleasure in -— 
that the work of the Libraries during the past year has been so actively maintai 
that all previous records have been surpassed. From the lending departments more 
than a quarter-of-a-million books were borrowed. The transference of the Junior 
Citizens’ Library to an adjoining room is an important advancement towards the 
Committee’s conception of the funétions of the Library. This innovation has 
been greatly appreciated by the children, who borrowed 50,151 books. A very 
successful “‘ Book Week ”’ was held during the year. The resources of the Reference 
Library have been severely tested, and an encouraging sign is the number of young 
Students who use this department during the evening. number of visitors to 
the Art Gallery was 98,366. The Report contains views in the new Junior Library. 
WeEstMinsTER Public Libraries.—Report for year 1928-1929. Popula- 

tion, 141,317. Librarian, Reginald B. Wood. Rate, o.6d. Income, 
£23,425. Stock: Lending, 110,060; Reference, 43,287; Addi- 
tions: Lending, 6,785; Reference, 4,241. Withdrawals, 2,023. 
Issues: Lending, 522,827; Reference, 187,074; Open Shelves, 
100,000. Borrowers, 21,453. Extra Tickets, 12,136. Branches, 3. 

The Dean of Westminster opened the new Library in St. Martin’s St., Leicester 
Square, in Oétober, 1928. This building is a successor to the library originally 
instituted by the parish of St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields. The success of the new ieney 
has been immediate, and the 7 issues are exceeding any recorded at the old eStab- 
lishment. Three out of four libraries in the city have now completed their re- 
organization and a scheme for bringing the last one into line is now being put 
forward. Mr. Reginald B. Wood succeeds the late Mr. Frank Pacy as Chief Librarian. 
Dovey and Mr. John Joyce. Mr. Dovey had been in the service for 48 years and 
Mr. Joyce for 33 years. 
WILiespEN Public Libraries—Report on a year’s work of the Public 

Libraries, 1928-1929. Population, 176,589. Chief Librarian, Frank 
E. Chennell, F.L.A. Rate, 2.06d. Income, £9,356. Stock: 
Lending, 71,334; Reference, 10,104. Additions,9,850. Withdrawals, 
7,937. Issues: Lending, 579,698; Children’s Library, 141,404; 
Reference, 20,404. Borrowers, 27,581. Branches, 4; and 5 evening 
branches. 

Many new schemes for extending the Library Service were put forward during 
the year and quite a number of them have already taken definite shape. Among these 
latter may be mentioned the replacing of the evening library at Cricklewood by a 
permanent branch ; the conversion of the Central and Kilburn Libraries to open- 
access ; the establishment of an egg een f at Neasden ; and the commencement 
of a School Illustration Colleétion. issues were increased by 75,963. 
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Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 
Kinc (William A.) The Elementary School Library. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. xiii, 224. London, Scribner’s, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

Although this book was written from a purely American standpoint there are 
many useful hints and ideas that could undoubtedly be utilised in our own country. 
The book is written with an eye on future developments in Elementary School 
Libraries in America. 

Tue Spectra SERVICES OF EpucATION IN Lonpon. With a Foreword 
by G. H. Gater and F. N. Kay Menzies. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
p. xiv., 140. London, Hodder, 1929. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. net ; 

Finp cloth, 1s. 6d. net. 

A most important and useful book giving full details of the special services 
of education under the jurisdiftion of the L.C.C. Gives interesting information 
relating to School Dental Clinics and other Health and Welfare activities amongst 
London’s schoolchildren. 

Latter (Louise P.) Illustrators. A Finding List. 8vo, cloth, pp. 48. 
Boston, Faxon, 1929. (London, Grafton, 5s. net). 

Another of those admirable bibliographies that form part of the “‘ Useful Refer- 
ence Series.”” It has been specially prepared to meet the needs and demands of the 
junior department. —- distinély American in flavour this book should 
eqs Sea rarians as a welcome addition to the librarian’s book- 


Bunce (Sir E. A. Wallis) THe Rosetta Stone in the British Museum. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 326. London, Religious Tra& 
Society, 1929. 12s. 6d. 

Anything written by so distinguished an authority on Assyrian 
antiquities as Sir E. A. Wallis be | over in 
every library. “ The Rosetta Stone” is no exception. 

Van Ruyn (Dr. M.) Treasures of the Dust. The New Testament in 
the Light of Recent Excavations. Translated by Winifrede 
Tatham Thompson. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 1,581. London, 
Student Christian Movement, 1929. 4s. 6d. net 


Throws new light on the sayings and teachings of Jesus as discovered through 
excavations in Egypt among the tombs and rubbish heaps. 

CxarkE (John J.) Outlines of Central Government, including the 
Judicial System of England. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 254. London, 
Pitman, 1929. 55. net. 

This work, originally published in 1919, has now reached its fourth edition. 

It has been compiled from notes and le€tures originally given under the auspices 

of the Liv | Education Committee to students attending classes on Citizenship. 

Contains sections on “ The King and Houses of Parliament,” The Funéions and 

Machinery of Parliament,” “ The Ministry,” “ National Defence,” “ Empire and 

India,” “ Judicial System,” “« Public Finance,” etc., etc. 

Lewis (Clarence Irving) Mind and the World-Order. Outline of a 
Theory of Knowledge. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 446. London, 
Scribner, 1929. tos. 6d. net, 

on weltten by an Associate of Harvest 

niversity. 

Couuns (A. Frederick) Boys’ and Girls’ Book of Outdoor Games. 
Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiii., 274. London, Appleton, 
1929. 6s. net. 

A colleétion of delightful games and outdoor pastimes, written by one who is a 


matter. 
roar (Ella Shannon) About Antiques. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, 


p- 264. London, Lippincott, 1929. 15s. net. 
Should bo 00 coliefines; sot of 
the information should prove valuable. Contains chapters on Pewter, Old Chests, 
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Ww China, TapeStries. Although of American origin it is a book 

should receive the librarian’s careful consideration. - 

Casson (Herbert N.) How to Write Well. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 132. 
London, Efficiency Magazine, (1929). 5s. net. 

A well-written book designed to be of assistance to those who earn their living 
by writing and to those who desire to adopt writing as a profession. 

Srocxuey (V.) German Literature as Known in England, 1750-1830. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 340. London, Routledge, 1929. 
tos. 6d. net. 

A survey of German Literature in English translations between 1750-1830, with 
special reference to translations from German, their history and quality. 
DevonsuirE (M. G.) The English Novel in France, 1830-1870. 8vo, 

cloth, pp. xvi., 484. London, University of London Press, 1929. 
tos. 6d. net. 

An attempt to further the Study of Anglo-French literary relations in the 
nineteenth century. 

Wootr (Virginia) A Room of One’s Own. 8vo, cloth, pp. 172. 
London, Hogarth Press, 1929. 5s. net. 

An essay giving the impressions of an outsider who visits a university and 
compares the different Standard of luxury at a man’s college and at a woman’s. 
Ke.uert (E. E.) The Northern Saga. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 206. London, 

Hogarth Press, 1929. 7s 6d. net. 

An account of the origin of the Icelandic Saga, together with a dozen translated 
Stories as specimens. 

Brapsy (G. F.) Short Studies in Shakespeare. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 
196. London, Murray, 1929. 6s. net. 

New investigations and examinations of many of Shakespeare’s charaéters and 
works. The author attempts to answer a few of the problems of literary and psycho- 
logical interest left by the immortal bard. 

Arxins (H. G.) Heine. Portrait. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 292. London, 
Routledge, 1929. 6s. net. 

An account of the life and works of the it German lyric poet. Contains a 
short bibliography. The author is Prof. of German in the Galvessiey of London 
and Fellow of King’s College. 

Griccs (Earl Leslie) Hartley Coleridge. His Life and Work. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. xi., 256. London, University of London Press, 
1929. 6s. net. 

A Study of the life and work of one of our lesser known poets. 

Tue Memorrs OF GENERAL WRANGEL. The last Commander-in-Chief 
of the Russian National Army. Translated by Sophie Goulston. 
Illustrated. 8vo, buckram, pp. 356. London, Williams and 
Norgate, 1929. 21s. net. 

Deals with the “ White ” Army of Russia in the field ;_ gives a graphic account 
of Wrangel’s gallant attempt to combat Bolshevism in his native . Gives 
first-hand information from the author’s own experiences. 

Beraup (Henri) Men of the Aftermath. Baldwin, Mussolini and 
Others. Translated and with a Preface by Frederic Whyte. 
Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 208. London, Cayme Press, 1929. 
6s. net. 

Studies of military and civil leaders of post-war Europe. 

FICTION. 
Bropny (John) The Soldier’s War. A Prose Anthology. Frontis- 
iece. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 272. London, Dent, 1929. 6s. net. 
rt Stories and passages from many of the best war books of the day. 

“ A GENTLEMAN WITH A Duster.” Plain Sailing. A Novel. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 286. London, Mills and Boon, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

A charming novel, written in Harold Begbie’s own inimitable style. 
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(Winifred) Continuing City. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 336. London, 
Jarrolds, (1929). 7s. 6d. net. 
A Story of huge ideas, self ag; en 

Evans (Howel) "The Murder p. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 344. London, 

Cayme Press, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 
oman mystery thriller with scientific murder as its basis. 

Haut (Eleanor Dunbar) Winter’s Night. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. 
London, Jarrolds, (1929). 7s. 6d. net. 
A clever story with a Yorkshire moorland setting. The story concerns the 


imaginary experiences of a y novelist, which brings to light the eg Story of 
her great- and the deamatic history of her and 


Henpryx (James B.) Connie Morgan, Prospeétor. Cr. 8v0, cloth, 
p. 254. London, Jarrold, (1 1929). 7s. 6d. net. 
creatin is character au undoubtedly 
McKay (Herbert) A Camouflage Revolution. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 262. 
London, Wells Gardner, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 


An interesting and alluring story o adventure and intrigue. Bolshevism and 
Revolution are met with as a result of a holiday escapa 


Svevo (Italo) The Hoax. Translated from the Italian, with an Intro- 
duétion by Beryl de Zoete. 8vo, cloth, pp. 152. London, 
Ho. Press, 1929. 6s. net. 

The last published work of one of Italy’s modern writers who, after his death 
in 1928, was acclaimed as a literary Star. 

Unnser (Sigrid) In the Wilderness. Translated from the Norwegian 
by Arthur G. Chater. 8vo, linen, pp. 266. London, oe 
1929. 10s. 6d. net. 

The third and final volume of Undset’s three great Stories of mediaeval 

and known as “ The Master of HeStviken.” The first two parts have been 

and appeared under the title of “ The Axe ” and “ The Snake Pit.” 

Wricur (Richardson) The Gardener’s Bed-Book. Short and Long 
Pieces to be read in bed by those who love husbandry and the 
green growing things of earth. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 342. London, 
ee 1929. tos. 6d. net. 

of gardening wit and nonsense. 

Wootr ( Virptaia) Jacob’s Room. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 290. London, 
Hogarth Press, Uniform Edition, 1929. 4s. net.—WooLF 
(Virginia) The Voyage Out. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 458. London, 
Hogarth Press, Uniform Edition, 1929. 5s. net.—WOooLF 
(Virginia) The Common Reader. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 306. 
London, Hogarth Press, Uniform Edition, 1929. 5s. net.— 
Wootr (Virginia) Mrs. Dalloway. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 294. 
London, Hogarth Press, Uniform Edition. 5s. net. 

A uniform edition of Virginia Woolf’s novels will doubtless be welcomed by 
public libraries. It is a pity that the edition is, if anything, on the small size, and in 


the event of rebinding little space is left for trimming. The paper is quite 
good, te pleasing. our ties have Been ued and thee sein 


JUVENILE. 
Batpwin (May) High-Jinks at Priory School. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
320. London, Chambers, 1929. 3s. 6d. net. 
tion to the girls’ school story seétion of the library 
Baar | (Stella Burke) Chico’s Three Ring School. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 218. London, Appleton, 1929. 6s. net. 


A charming and cleverly written circus story that will ht the hearts of 
ny Sow The book is in effe& a follow-on of the s “ Chico the 
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Lrrren (Frederic Nelson) Rhodes of the Flying Cadets. Frontispiece. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 252. London, Appleton, 1929. §s. net. 

good story of adventure, with aviation as its 

ung Jimmy Rhodes, becomes an intrepid air pilot and meets wi many 
ventures. 

McNetz (Everett) In Texas with Davy Crockett. A Story of the Texas 
War of Independence. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 398. 
London, Chambers Reprint, 1929. 35. 6d. net. 

This book was originally published in 1908. It tells of the its of two well- 
known Texan charaéters, their adventures whilst engaged in Texas-Mexican 
conflict, and is a yarn that is full of historical interest. 

Dournwarre (L. C.) The Third Robin Featherstone. A Public School 
Story. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 304. London, Chambers, 
1929. 38. 6d. net. 

A tale of a Canadian school boy, a thrilling boxing match, plot and counterplot, 


a ha 
(Elinor M.) The Rivals of the Chalet School. Illustrated. 
ave, pp. 272. London, Chambers, 1929. 38. 6d. 
This Story is written by Elinor Brent-Dyer and no more need be said 
recommendation. 
STAPLETON (D.) Desmond Plays the Game. Illustrated, cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pe. 304. London, Chambers, 1929. 3s. 6d. net. 

Story of school life, school sport, boyish 
wins through. The of juvenile book that should be in every public library. 
OxenHaAM (Elsie J.) Deb at School. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 

so. London, Chambers, 1929. 33. 6d. net. 
’ school story written by one whose name is a household word among 


ea (David) Up the Rock! A Story of the English in the Spanish 
War of Succession. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 328. London, 
Chambers, 1929. 38. 6d. net. 
A tale of warlike adventure and the capture of Gibral 
Lynn (Escott) A Young Virginian. A Story of the Fight with France 
for North America. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. London, 
war thrillin, 
KatIBan (H. I.) Arabian Romances and Folk-Tales. Illustrated. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 262. London, Scribner, 1929. 
Pie an lle&tion of tales and folk and 
most interes co) Arab 
Brent-Dyer (Elinor M.) Heather poo ‘School. Illustrated. Cr. 
by cloth, pp. 246. London, Chambers, 1929. 2s. 6d. net. 
A charming story for gitls, written in the author's bet Style. 


The Library Association 
EXAMINATIONS, MAY, 1930. 
Tue dates fixed for the next May Examinations are as follows :— 


Monday 12th May, 1930 Classification. 

Tuesday 13th May, 1930 ... oun oe — : Cataloguing. 

Wednesday 14th May, 1930 ... pa «. Section 5. Library Org: 

Thursday 15th- May, 1930 ... Section 6. Lib Routine. 

Friday 16th May, 1930 ... oats .. Section 1. English Literary History. 

Saturday 17th May, 1930 ... eee .. Section 2. General Bibliography and either 
Book Selec or Palaeography 


All entries for the Examinations must be made upon the official 

form and sent to the office of the Association, 26-27 Bedford Square, 

London, W.1., not later than 318t March, 1930, after which date no 
entertained. 


applications will be 


$2 
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Nors.—Regarding Section I., English Literary History. 

Commencing with May, 1930, the Special Period set will be :— 

“ Dr. Johnson and his circle.” 
LANGUAGE TESTS. 

The next Language Test will be held on February roth, 1930. 
All entries should reach the Secretary of the Library iamiilion 
before 318t January, 1930. 

SYLLABUS OF INFORMATION. 

The Education Committee draw attention to the former notice 
with regard to the Syllabus inserted in the June number and wish to 
say that the new regulations will come into force for the May Exam- 


inations, 1932. 
NORTH MIDLAND BRANCH. 
Some fifty members representing the counties of Derby, Nottingham, 
Leicester, Northants., N. Staffs., and Lincoln met at Derby on O&ober 
1st, 192 
, My absence of the President, Mr. W. A. Briscoe took the chair. 

The new Draft Rules for the Branch, submitted by the Council, 
were approved by the members. 

Reports of the Brighton Conference were given by Mr. R. W. 
Brown (Northampton), who gave a general resumé; Ald. C. Foulds 
(Nottingham), who reported on the Municipal session, a somewhat 
new feature of the Conference; and Miss F. R. E. Davies (Notts. 
County), who summarised the County Libraries sessions. : 

Mr. G. Wilkie (Leicester) addressed the meeting on the subje& 
of “ A Magazine Meeting.” This led to an animated discussion, and 
is likely to lead to a meeting on the lines suggested by the speaker. 

Mr. W. H. Walton’s coming retirement was referred to by some 
of the members, and very sincere good wishes were tendered to him. 
The members were entertained to a delightful tea by the kind hospi- 
tality of the Public Libraries Committee and Mr. Walton, to whom 
their best thanks were accorded. 

Kare E. Prerce (Hon. Sec. N.M.B.L.A.). 


NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 
QUARTERLY MEETING AT ROCHDALE. 
(October 9th, 1929) 

SomE seventy to eighty members and visitors attended this meeting in 
the Rochdale Art Gallery on October oth. The President of the 
Branch (Councillor A. Green, Burnley) occupied the chair. The chief 
towns in Lancashire were represented, together with many from the 
neighbouring counties, and several representatives of the Association 
of Assistant Librarians also attended. The Mayor of Rochdale 
(Alderman C. E. Dearden) in a very happy manner welcomed the 
Association. He was supported by Countillor Dawson (Chairman of 
the Rochdale Public Libraries Committee), who referred to the pioneer 
work in Rochdale in Education particularly conneé&ted with the 
Co-operative movement. 

The first paper was by Mr. Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., Chief 
Librarian, Bolton, on “ Towards a Lancashire Bibliography.” The 
paper more fully outlined the proposal discussed at the Brighton 
Conference and Mr. Sparke, after giving the history of the proposal, 
said the Editors appointed by the Branch Council had agreed to an 
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outline scheme. It is proposed to issue the Bibliography in three 
e and distin& parts :— 

Vol. I. Books and pamphlets, important articles in Transactions 
of Learned Societies—relating to Lancashire places, institutions, 
customs, and men, with author and subjeé& indexes. 

Vol. II. Lancashire printed books and pamphlets, with indexes 
of places and printers. 

Vol. III. Lancashire authors, probably limited to works not 
relating to Lancashire, to avoid overlapping with Vol. I. 

This arrangement allows the publication of three more or less 
distin& and complete Bibliographies. The proje& would need the 
ready assistance of every Lancashire librarian in the preparation of the 
material. The financial support, he considered, would be forthcoming 
when authorities realised that the projet was definitely proceeding. 
In the ensuing discussion the chief points raised were : the support 
likely to be received from local authorities (the Councillor members 
expressed the belief that the necessary funds would be forthcoming) ; 
the need for considering the work of supplying the entries as 
the librarian’s official duty ; a suggestion that the entries should be on 
cards in order that if it was found impossible to print there would 
still be the one permanent record ; that the bibliography should indi- 
cate where all books could be seen. A prospectus is in preparation 
and will be issued shortly. 

Miss McLardy, of the Administration Department, Manchester, 
made her description of the Union Shelf Register at the Manchester 
Public Libraries exceedingly interesting. She described its inception 
under Mr. Jast, the method of dealing with the avalanche of slips in 
the Cataloguing Department and the manner in which it is kept up 
to date in every respe&t. The Register is a record of the Lending 
resources of the whole of the Manchester service. This is its chief 
service but it has many valuable supplementary ones. It forms the 
basis of book purchases, Before fresh copies are purchased the 
Register is consulted as to the number already in service and their 
allocation. The classified part shows weaknesses or overlapping. 
Union Book Lists on special topics are compiled from it and special 
colle&tions are gathered together at a particular Branch for a set period 
of time. Miss McLardy a the method of making the exchange 
of books from Branch to Branch and gave instances of the difficulty, 
occasionally, of defining the request, €.£-y Sir E. Berry’s “ Admiral 
Clifton ” was interpreted as referring to Sir James Barrie’s “ Admirable 
Crichton,” and Durham’s “ Law of the Spiritual” as Drummond’s 
“ Natural Law in the Spiritual World.” The paper was illustrated with 
samples of the stationery used and photographic views. Interesting 
discussions followed the reading of both papers. 

The members expressed their sympathy with Mr. Clegg (Rad- 
cliffe) in his- recent serious illness. 

At the close of the Conference those present were entertained to 
tea by His Worship the Mayor. Thanks were expressed to him in 
very happy terms by Mr. R. J. Gordon, of Leeds. 

It was announced that the Courses in Librarianship at the Man- 
chester Uniyersity would be resumed on Wednesday, November 27th, 
and would be continued at fortnightly intervals. Three subjects will 

be taken each Wednesday alternately. 
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MAGAZINE” COVERS 


THE LAST WORD IN READING CASES! 


TRANSPARENT FRONT: Design of each 
Magazine Cover. 


RUSTL WIRE FITTIN 
NEAT DEY : } Simple, Secure, Pra@ticable. 


SCURFPROOF BINDING: Always Clean and Fresh in 
Appearance. 
NOISELESS! ARTISTIC! DURABLE! NON-INFLAMMABLE! 
-- COSTS NO MORE THAN COMMON COVERS. - 
Samples and Prices sent on Application. 


DUNN & WILSON LIMITED 
Bellewue Bindery, Scotland, 


Book-Auction Records. 


A PRICED AND 


BOOK-AUGTIONS. 


_SUBSGRIPTION, 30/-- per ansum, POST FREE. 
Either in 4 Quarterly Parts, or as 4 
cloth bound Annual Volume. 
Vol. 26, the Complete V olunie for the Action Season. 1928-5, 
1th 1929. 
Te Secomd General Indexe covering Vols. 


Henry Stevens’ Son & Stiles 


(Sale Proprietors and Publisber:) 
39 GREAT RUSSELL STREET. .. LONDON, 
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Library Books Strongly 
Bound with Attractive 
Covers. 


If you visited us at the Brighton Conference you will have ° 
been convinced that Chivers’ Bindings have stood the test ial 
for over 40 years and are still second to none. _— 


The newest, best and most up-to-date improvements are 
incorporated in all our bindings. 


We lined the folds of weak Over 20 years ago, 
and still do where it is suitable, but for some papers we prefer 


We have more than a dozen different kinds of sewing adapted 
to as many different kinds of paper. 


Very stiff, thick papers of which many juvenile books are 
composed we album-joint the leaves with a double guard— 
at no extra cost. 


It is a well-known fa& that a book bound by Chivers will 
give the service of two at no extra cost. 


Prices and particulars of leather and cloth will be 
sent by return of post. ion and 
juvenile books so bound, sent free on application. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
-Bookbinders and Booksellers 


PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 
Printed hy Faanx L Moland Street, Birmingham ; 
aad Published for the Propeleuse by Great Rimell Set, London, Wi 
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